December 2011
Pastor Clay’s Potter’s Wheel
The Visit of the Three Wise Men, Matthew 2

"'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men (Greek: magi;
astrologers) from the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of
the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet (Micah 5:2): ®‘And you Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.””

*When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped,
they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

Even though the above passage from Matthew is most often read on January 6th in association with the
Epiphany of our Lord (Epiphany = the appearance or revelation of a normally invisible power; God
intervening in human affairs; the recognition of God’s presence in the Christ-child), this is a good reading for
Advent too. Advent is a season for anticipating the arrival of Christ amongst us and preparing ourselves for
when that time comes. This is what the Wise Men were doing. Like the Hebrews, their own faith included the
belief in a supreme deity and a final savior who would come to establish a kingdom of righteousness. And so
they followed Jesus’ star to find him and pay him homage.

We can learn much from the Wise Men, and even King Herod, as we prepare for Jesus’ coming into
our lives this Advent season. King Herod was full of fear when the Wise Men informed him of the birth of a
new King. He feared the new King would “tip over the apple cart” and usurp his power and royal privileges.
Isn’t that what many of us fear too — that if we allow God too deeply into our lives then God will take away
too much of our independence, power, self-direction, and fun? Yet, just the opposite is true! The more we
turn to God and receive God into our lives the more freedom, joy, and true life we receive. I believe the Wise
Men realized this and that’s why they sought out the Messiah. In contemporary terms, they offered to God of
their Time, Talents, and Treasures and, thus, became fine examples for all God’s people to follow, each in our
own way.

During this secular season of “Black Friday,” “Door-buster” sales, and holiday shopping, many pastors
bemoan and complain about excessive consumerism and forgetting about the “reason for the season” — God
coming amongst us in the Christ-child. Yet I don’t get worked up about this aspect of the weeks leading up to
Christmas. Why? Because when we go Christmas shopping, we are simply following the example of the
Wise Men. They brought expensive gifts to the Christ-child to honor him and pay homage to him. When we
shop, buy and/or prepare, and give gifts from our hearts, whether to family, to friends, or to God through the
church, we show our love and care for them — a Godly thing to do.

As we go through Advent and prepare for Christmas I pray you will seek out, anticipate, and find
Christ’s presence with you — past, present, and future. May the love of Christ’s presence bring true peace to
you and to your loved ones and be the brightest light you experience these holiday seasons.

Warmest Advent Wishes and Prayers,

Pastor Clay



Celebrate the Savior's Birthl

Advent and Christmas will be filled with joy and anticipation at Grace this year Join us for worship,
fellowship, and the birth of our Savior!

Christmas Decorating
November 30, 6:30 pm

Women of Grace Christmas Party
December 6, 5:30 pm

Sunday School Christmas Program
December 18, 10:30am

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24, 4:00 and 6:00pm

Christmas Day Worship

December 25, 9:00am

Service qf Lessons and Carols

January 1, 9:00am

Note: There will be only one service that morning!

Join us and discover the reason for the season, Christ Jesus our Lord!



The frosty mornings tell us that the long lazy days of summer are gone. Here at Grace, we’re happy to
see the many faces gathering for worship, Sunday School rooms filled with children eager to learn, and to
catch up with one another during coffee hour. This is the time of year when we gear up for extra activities.
There are charitable committee meetings, school events, and social events to attend. Grace Lutheran is no dif-
ferent. We too, are gearing up for a great 2012.

We all have so much to give...our time, our talents, and our money. Giving back is a thankful and
committed response to God’s graciousness. Each one of us is called to share what we have with others, know-
ing that God’s hands and feet are our hands and feet. Each one of us has a unique talent that we can put for-
ward to the work of Gods kingdom. We will join together to form a warm and wonderful faith community
called Grace Lutheran Church.

If you have a desire to contribute your time and talents, please use the reverse side of this sheet and
return it to the church office by Dec. 18"

And a short update on our financial gifts...

“The ELCA is a church that is called to do God’s Work in the world. Together
as the ELCA, we do more than we could ever do alone: grow our congregations,

inspire new leaders and care for those around the world who live with hunger and poverty. Each gift
changes at least three lives, the life of the person receiving the gift,

the life of your friend or loved one, and your own.’

(Reprinted from ELCA’s Good Gifts Catalogue)

When needed, you can pick up a fresh supply of offering envelopes in the church office. Please write
your same number on the offering envelope — your number will not change from year to year. Unless you
indicate differently, your offering will go to the general fund, and a portion of that general fund will go to the
church at large--to help those in need.

Let’s make a commitment to give a little more time and talent to Grace for 2012.
God will bless you richly in doing so.
Blessings

Your Stewardship Team
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Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 6:03 pm. Members present: Herm Leitz, Myra Stepleton, Jennifer Oppor,
Nate Zimdars, Phillip Karsnia, Chris Mokler, Joan Wade, Katie Baird, Leesa McShane and Pastor Clay
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. Pastor Clay led council in devotions after prayer concerns and celebrations.

. M/S/A by Leesa/Phil to accept the agenda, after discussion brought forth by Herm and Nate to discuss
Wisconsin’s concealed carry law (Herm) and the need for a new pictorial church directory (Nate).

. M/S/A Phil/Herm to accept the September minutes.

. Katie presented the treasurer’s report. M/S/A Herm/Nate to submit for audit after discussion re budget vs
actual offering, stewardship, Scrip program, Sunday School offering accounting.

. Council reflected on our recent retreat. Discussion ensued regarding implementation of ideas onto the
Ministry Calendar, Startup of a Hospitality committee who will be charged with implementing ideas to
augment this ministry at Grace. Chris reported that he has started a Facebook account for Grace and may
have an individual who has interest in managing this site.

. Joan updated council regarding the sound system. A contract with a builder has been signed. Target
completion date is December 10, 2011.

. Pastor Clay submitted to council a draft policy for staff and volunteer background checks. M/S/A Herm/
Phil to approve the policy.

.Joan reported that she will coordinate with Grace members who have shown an interest in our
Thanksgiving meal mission.

. Pastor Clay discussed the Webster Foundation Grant. Ideas for grant proposals need to be submitted by
November 30. A weekly community meal ministry has been suggested. Leesa McShane has agreed to
pursue a Webster Foundation Grant as a means to obtain seed money to start this type of a mission project
at Grace.

OPastor Clay filed his Pastor’s report. It is available in the church office for any interested congregation
member to review.

1Council discussed building use and a current client who is teaching dance classes here on our premises.

2Joan discussed the Pastor evaluation process and has suggested that in the future the entire church council
become involved in the evaluation and development of outcome goals. This idea was well received by
council members and Pastor Clay.

3 Council had a lengthy discussion regarding the current congregation roster. M/S/A Herm/Phil to remove
inactive members from the roster. There will be NO notification letters of this action sent to individuals or
families of this action.

4Next we discussed the newsletter. Several families have not picked up newsletters left in their mailboxes.
Council members have agreed to contact these families and individuals to ascertain their wishes regarding
future newsletters.

SFollowing these conversations, council discussed a new congregational pictorial directory. No clear action
has been taken at this point in time regarding this issue. Discussed a book vs a board with member photos.

6Council discussed Wisconsin’s Concealed Weapon Carry Law. No action will be taken.
7Committee Liaison Reports
Chris reported that Personnel committee is working on job descriptions

No other liaison reports were filed

M/S/A Herm/Phil to Adjourn at 2030 with the Lord’s Prayer
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Grace Readers
The Grace Readers will not be meeting in December.
We'd love to have you join us in the New Year,
Thursday, January 19th, 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the Pie
Room, for fellowship, laughter and lively discussion

of The Heart Mender: A Story of Second Chances by

HIGHLIGHTS
Ny

Grace Evangelical
Fund Receipts & E
January 1, 2011 to October 31, 2011

|

L ut h
X p en

Andy Andrews. Reading is a great way to keep our| |Income 1/1/11-10/31/11  1/1/10-10/31/10
. . Building Use 1,799.00 895.00

minds healthy. Call the church office or Melanie at Envelope Offerings 16208032 171.819.30

748-1407, if you have questions, Fundraising-Bulletins 150.00 300.00
Fundraising-Gift Cards  1,802.68 492.25
Improvement Fund 1,856.55 2,154.00
Interest 3.77 36.20
Loose Offering 4,032.06 2,789.32
Special Offerings 3,484.00 1,516.01
Sunday School Offering 1,509.58 1,956.31
Thrivent Funds 2,001.00 278.00

Total Income $178,718.96 $182,236.39
COUNCIL MEMBERS (2011 A 2012)

Joan Wade, President (2012 term)
1023 Thomas Street

Ripon, WI 54971

920-420-8822
jwade@cesa6.k12.wi.us
joanw(@charter.net

Chris Mokler, Vice President (2013 term)
4921 Song Bird Court

Omro, WI 54963

920-279-6104

cmokler@gmail.com

Leesa McShane, Secretary (2012 term)
W827 North Court

Green Lake, WI 54941

920-294-3887

leesann@charter.net

Mira Stepleton (2014 term)
514 Howard Street

Ripon, WI 54971
920-312-2314
mirastepleton@gmail.com

Philip Karsnia (2014 term)

662 South Grove Street

Ripon, WI 54971

920-369-6270
Philip.karsnia@countryfinancial.com

Rob Wittchow (2012 term)
223 Union Street

Ripon, WI 54971
920-979-2512

Herm Leitz (2013 term)
W12717 Olden Road
Ripon, WI 54971
920-748-9655 (home)
920-748-5031 (work)
hleitz@amfam.com

Jennifer Oppor (2014 term)
830 Thomas Street

Ripon, WI 54971
920-748-2828
14opporj@ripon.k12.wi.us

Nathan Zimdars
W13404 Carter Road
Ripon, WI 54971
920-748-4860
nzimdars@gmail.com
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A Listening Presence

GELC BeFriender Leadership Team

Pastor Clay Salmela
Mira Stepleton

Rob Webster

God is present
GELC BeFriender Team Members Caring, not curing
Lisa Jorgenson Melanie Oppor Nonjudgmental presence
Kay Kelch Nola Rasske Active listening
Betty Malzhan Ruth Ann Smith &
Jennifer Oppor Terry Zimdars

Members of our BeFriender Teams are available to reach out and journey with those
who would welcome a visit or who are experiencing difficult or transitional
circumstances. If you, a friend, a relative, or an acquaintance would appreciate
being contacted, do let us know. Simply give the church office a call, or complete

a referral/request form and return it to the church office in a sealed envelope
addressed to: BeFriender Ministry, Attn: Mira Stepleton.

If you would like more information about BeFriender Ministry, pamphlets are
available in the entry way and in the church office.

Or, you may contact a member of our leadership team.

Thank you, and may the peace of Christ be with you!

BeFriender Ministry
FOUNDATION PRINCIPLES

BeFriender Ministry Referral/Request Form

I I would like to receive a call.

Because of:

I Death

I Family Stress
I Moving

T lliness

My Name is:

[—

I Loss of job Long-term Care Facility
I New Baby I Retirement

I Homebound Divorce/Separation

I Depression Other:

— —(

Address:

Phone (H)

(©)

I 1 Would like to refer

Name:

the following person:

Address:

Phone (H)

©)

Relationship to person referred:




“Share Your Love” Tree

The Share Your Love Tree will be up after Thanksgiving with stars from the
Ripon Santa Club and angels from Green Lake Human Resources. After you
purchase and wrap your gift, please make sure the tag is firmly attached to the
package. thank you for sharing and may you receive much joy by this act of love
and caring.

THE SHARE

YOUR LOVE TREE

Cookie Walk

The famous “Cookie Walk’ will be Sunday, December 11", Please have your _ ;
cookies here by early service, as we will be selling between services and after
late service. Cookies will be $5.00 per pound. Do not price your cookies, but '
try to keep track of your time. We need this for Thrivent. We always have
wonderful bakers and so take advantage of this sale! All proceeds go to
benefit ELCA World Hunger.

“Thanks” to all who give for the Christmas Shoe Boxes. It was a wonderful way to spread the Gospel and
provide for needy children. We sent out 32 boxes and $138—given for shipping.

Bakeless Bake Sale

The Women of Grace would like to extend their thanks to the congregation for their generous response to our
sale. We were able to raise over $1,000 which will help us continue in our work for next year. We are most
grateful to the people of Grace.

Boldcafe.org

Read. Connect. Grow.

Café is a free, monthly online magazine for young adult women offered by Women of the ELCA. It offers
topical exploration of timely issues for young women matched with a theological reflection and discussion
questions. In our synod, many groups of young women gather each month, often in some inviting café setting,
to discuss Café’s hot topic.

Café’s articles tie into the mission and purpose of Women of the ELCA and introduce the organization to
young women. Since Caf€ is also available by podcast, the organization provides an audio connection that is
appreciated by many. Check it out!!

Women of Grace Christmas Party

Ladies, mark your calendar!!! On Tuesday, December 6™, at 5:30 pm we will be having our annual Christmas
party. Rebecca Circle will be providing the food. Jennifer Oppor and Laura Lyke will be playing their
instruments. We’ll have a sing-a-long of your favorite carols. If you wish a prayer pal, write your name,
address, birthday and anniversary on a slip of paper. Come join us for great food, entertainment, and
fellowship. The sign up sheet is located in the entryway.
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Jon Hillier 12/18 e
i Suzanne Leitz 12/18 C ,)
Alyssa Lind 12/19 {; '
FAE O __ { ;l! e
Birthdays Kristine Miller 12/19 i VTR
Scott Gillespie 12/01 ; : .
Leesa McSEane 12/01 Shirley Hinz _ 12/21 Ed & Rogene Scoville 12/12
Corey Schoff 12/01 Courtney. M.artlnez . 12/21 Doc & Lois Weiske 12/13
David Weinkauf ~ 12/04 E“ﬂ: f?'tﬁ'ombett' 13 ; Scott & Phyllis Baldwin ~ 12/18
Amanda McShane 12/07 aul I'norson .
Lynn & Terry Mathias 12/23
Dan Meyer 12/07 Marion Wittchow  12/24 Y y. _
Tom Davis 12/08 Sabra Larson 12/25 Steve & Phyllis Nielsen  12/26
CE;(Ijorlaarfs\llrrlﬁre g;gg Lauren Martinez ~ 12/26 Fred & Carol Taylor 12/29
w [
Jeff & Paula Paulson 12/31
Macy Schendel 12/10 Emma Draeger 12/27
Lee Jess 12/11 Joe Ott 12/28
Jacob Busse 12/12 Abigail Slate 12/28
grnolcéMalz.han Eﬁg Duane Luker 12/29
ara Simonis :
Rosie Jess 12/13 Douglas Pinnow  12/29
Kathy Webster 12/13 Angela Draeger 12/30
Maxwell Huseboe 12/14 Rebecca Kelm 12/31
Alexis Mokler 12/14 Avery Schuetz 12/31
Jessica Johnson  12/16

RaeAnnon Sasada 12/16
Clint Wiesmueller 12/16

Evelyn Kohnke, Florian Laper

i OMEA
L\

Markesan Residence Center: Orin & Arla Galow
Russell Manor: Gail Albright, Marion Boire, Ruth
Gransee

Fountain View Care Center: Florence Sasada, Kelly
Kutzleb

Maple Crest: Joan Kedrowski, Elmer Kuhs, Alton
Meyer, Dolores Hunger, Vi Fude

Barrett House: Duane Wittchow, Eugene Wittchow,
Michalene’s: Elsie Clark, Phyllis Suksi

Willowbrook: Irmgard Timm

D Prairie Place: Mary Alice Linde,
Shirley Stewart, Naomi Kelm-
Carley, Mel Sorensen, Marlene
Gibbons

Altar Flowers for 2011
The 2011 Altar Flowers sign-up calendar is posted
on the wall next to the church office door in the
entryway. You may designate Altar Flowers in
honor or memory of loved ones or a special
occasion. This information will be printed in the
bulletin for that Sunday. Sign up in advance by
writing your name on the chart or by calling the
office. The cost for Altar Flowers is $15.00. After
the last service for that Sunday, you may pick up
your flowers. If you need to take the vase liners
home, please return them by the following
Tuesday. If you do not want to take your flowers
home, please notify the church office. If no one
signs up for flowers for a given Sunday, there will
be no flowers on the altar that day. For more
information, contact the church office.




November was a month of blessings
at Grace Pre-School!! Our three
and four year old classes enjoyed a
fun book week! Brown Bear, Brown
Bear and Chicka Chicka Boom
Boom were a couple of favorite
stories the children enjoyed. The children also learned about the most important

week!!l We especially enjoyed a surprise dinosaur hunt where we found a new
dinosaur friend. It was definitely an exciting week!

Both classes finished the month learning about Native Americans and Pilgrims
and the very first Thanksgiving!! We dressed up like pilgrims and learned about
the Mayflower. The four year old class also learned how Native Americans wrote
using pictures and practiced their own picture words. A perfect way to end our
month was to talk about thankfulness. Both classes did a great job of expressing
what they were thankful for. The three year old class made cute handprint
turkeys that included what they were thankful for. A keepsake for sure!! The
four year old class enjoyed making stone soup to share with each other and also
contributed cans of soup for the Ripon Food Pantry.

We are so thankful for our preschoolers and their families!!! We hope you all
enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving!! May God bless you this Christmas season!!

book, the Bi bl e, and how it i's Gododos Wor

2011 Poinsettia Orders
zﬁ*

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church will once again be taking orde
our sanctuary for Christmas with poinsettias. Poinsettias can be py
‘ / honor or memory of a friend or loved one. Or, you may make a do

IORDER
YOU@M,@W; local food pantries. Please fill out this form and return it to the chut
The deadline for ordering poinsettias is December 4.

In lieu of a poinsettia, I would like to make a donation of $

I would like to order plants at $10.00 each.

Name:

In Honor/Memory (circle one) of:
H/M

H/M

H/M

Is to
Irchas
nation

ch off
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Worship Assistants

The sign-up board will be left open until our newsletter, Grace Notes, will be published (about the 22" of
the month). At that time, the Worship Committee will assign the open slots with the names of those who
indicated on their Time and Talent Sheets that they’d like to participate. Please do not change the board
without notifying the office. Thank you for your help with our worship services.
IF YOU CANNOT HELP on the date(s) assigned, please find someone to take your place. Please

notify the office of the change.

Wonsi Lssistamts or December

Date Greeters Lectors Communion
Decemberd48:00 am Nelson & Shirley Hinz Sandra Steinbring N/A
Decemberd410:30 am Lynn & Terry Mathias Melanie Oppor N/A

December ©18:00 am

Herm & Sue Leitz

Penny Gillespie

Donna Broder,
Charlotte Shermah

December #110:30 am Jerry & Diane Zacharias Sue Mokler Dave & Nita Weinkpuf
December ©8:00 am Keith & Ann Schultz Leesa McShane N/A
December §8.0:30 am Jeff & Lisa Hunger Bill Reininger N/A

December 844:00 pm

James & Carol Beier

Lisa Schwertfegel

Lynn & Terry Mathigs,

Leesa McShane

December 84:00 pm Edward & Elaine White Aubrey Schoff Aubrey Schoff, Begca
Kelm, Curt Belau
December 33:00 am Scott & Phyllis Baldwin John Steinbring | Bill & Faye Zacharjas
Usher Tpgams
Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5

December §8:00 am| Decemberd48:00 am

December ©$8.0:30 anp December 244:00 pr

Decemberd410:30 an

December §18:00 am
December 84:00 pm

December $110:30 ar
December 39:00 am

—




Levitating Globe, Digital Camera Swim Mask, and
Glow Bricks are all available through
Amazon.com and are perfect for the hard-to-buy-
for teenager that just wants something different.
Fill a unique vase from Pier1 imports or get

personalized shoes
amazoncom

at Nike.com.
bt

Romantic Gifts

For the woman who has everything, give her a
day at the spa from Spafinder.com. For lotions,
i body sprays, and bubble bath, go to Bath &
L Body Works. For something a little different, but
, still romantic, get her a Christmas Teddy Bear
from Build-A-Bear. Show her how much she is
really appreciated with something sparkly from

JC Penney
VD orMays.  Bath &BodyWorks:
i .\i' YEABENE M W R e

b .
411 Electronics
{ i The latest version of any electronic is always
a big hit for the holidays. Find digital
cameras, Bluetooth in-car speakerphone,

digital photo frames, and
iPods at Best Buy and

Staples. Book lovers will ous'
be thrilled with a Kindle BUY

from Amazon.com.

>
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w, :
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f: !
Y

&

\ Sometimes it's hard to find family-friendly
y video games. Here are four of our favorites;
RN 2 Guitar Hero 5, Rock Band - Beatles Version,
\ nm"‘ w Puzzle Quest: Galactrix, and Henry
e Hatsworth in the Puzzling Inventory - DS.
These are all available at Best Buy, Game

Ho[ia[ay Gift Ideas

What's really hot are all the electronics that have
kid-friendly versions. There are digital cameras,
learning “computers” and karaoke machines for
children, and Nintendo DS and GameBoy have
many new games available. Look at Toys R Us
and Kmart for these as well as the ever-popular

‘ | games like Trouble, K

Candyland, Twister, Sorry, and
Life. The collectible and
vfi
-t kmart

cuddly Webkinz are available
at Hallmark.

Clothing

Clothes are a popular holiday gift. Browse our
Apparel & Accessories section for a complete
list of choices. For a teenage girl try something
different and get her a purse with her own gift
cards from Aeropostale, TJ Maxx,
and Old Navy. Buy a wallet for a
teenage guy and fill it with Nike,
Footlocker, Old Navy, and
American Eagle gift cards.

Gather around the table for some traditional
family games: Monopoly, Yahtzee, Uno,
Boggle, or Scrabble. A few games that are
fun with larger groups are Apples to Apples,
Balderdash, and Pictionary. All of these

games and more are
Toys$jus

available at Toys R

Us, Kmart, and
e e e s Walmart.
N
Stocking Stuffers

For most of your stocking stuffers, Walgreens is

Stop, and 5 ! 2 the ;
place to go. Gift cards for Starbucks,
e GamGStnn o 2 A Applebee's, Chili's, and Outback are always
) e - - TR RS ¢ =5 ’c appreciated in the stockings. Entertainment
N Y " i el o T cards, such as iTunes, AMC Theaters, and
' . Pet Gifts o= Regal Theaters, are popular with every age

Don't forget your four-legged friends this
holiday season. Find great gifts for pets (and
the people who love them!) at Petsmart and

group. Everyone likes to read, so don’t forget
Borders and

& l Bames & Noble! ' lTu nes

; W Kmart. Maybe Fluffy needs a new bed! Orvis © & ~ “

{ ' sacs & carries pet beds and a selectlon of other &

i q items your furry B

4 . oo, PEPGMART 2 SCRIP & Orders due Dec. 4th

! W - )3

P AT T YR \::?: :A . '\' ‘i ¥ m; Q% __v'.’,‘:\ = Great Lakes Scrip Center
. & W PRI A B A B wg ¢ A
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