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ñTrue it is that human wisdom and the liberal arts are noble gifts of God, good and useful for all 

kinds of things, wherefore one cannot do without them in this life.  But they can never thoroughly tell 

us what sin and righteousness are in the eyes of God, how we can get rid of sins, become pious and 

just before God, and pass from death into life.  Wisdom divine and an art supreme are required for 

this; and one does not find them in the books of any jurist or worldly-wise person, but in the Bible 

alone, which is the Holy Spiritôs Book.ò  

Dr. Martin Luther ï 

  

Martin Luther autographed someoneôs Bible (we donôt know whose) by writing in it Psalm 119:105 (Your 

word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.) and the wise words above.  Luther appreciated the necessity 

of a good secular education so youth can learn about math, science, law, engineering, the liberal arts, and the 

trades in order to develop their innate talents and to contribute to society in those areas. He also realized how 

imperative it is for the Church to offer dynamic and full-spectrum Christian education programs so all people 

can learn about and grow in their faith.  Learning about our Creator and Godôs love as revealed in Jesus the 

Christ is important not just from an academic point of view, but to help us understand both Godôs nature and 

character and our own.  As the 119th Psalm says, learning Godôs word and will for us brings light into our lives 

and helps us live lives of perspective, joy, wholeness, and service.  

As another academic year begins Iôm happy to write that our Christian Education Team here at Grace Lutheran 

Church has been and continues to be hard at work to ensure we offer multi-faceted, high-quality, and Christ-

centered educational opportunities for all age groups (preschool through senior citizens.)  Our preschool 

through 7th grade Sunday School teachers will be using a new curriculum by FaithWeavers which is Bible-

based and promises to teach Godôs word in exciting and innovative ways.  Our Confirmation program has 

been improved so as to continue teaching the tenets of our Lutheran faith and why it matters now to teenagers, 

and throughout their lives.  The High School Youth Group had their organizational meeting on August 21st and 

made impressive strides in planning for a fun-filled year!  Our ladiesô circles and menôs groups continue to 

enjoy a variety of Bible studies and we are again offering a lunch-time Bible study called B.L.T. (Bibles, 

Lunch, & Togetherness) which will have its first meeting at 12:00 noon on Monday, September 19th here at 

church.   

I encourage and invite you, no matter your age, to come, participate, and take advantage of the educational 

offerings here at Grace, to invite friends, and to take the initiative to suggest and begin additional educational 

and social offerings.  Becoming involved is a great way to serve, to meet new people, to have an enjoyable 

time, to learn, and to see how God is alive and active in our world and in your life yet today.   

A huge THANK YOU! to all who have worked diligently to organize and prepare and who will continue to 

serve in various capacities during this upcoming academic year here at Grace.  I admire and appreciate your 

dedication and service to our Lord through your work for His Church.   

(continued on the next page) 

Pastor Clayôs Potterôs Wheel 



 Finally, I end this article with a piece of spiritual advice to children from Martin Luther: 

Solomonôs Advice to Children 

Be on your guard, my little child, 

For men are wicked, bad, and wild, 

As swine and cattle pass the day 

And blind to sin, go on their way.   

But Godôs strong hand soon lays them low,  

And to the devil they will go.   

Beware, and follow not their call,  

But think of God, who sees it all.   

His judgment is no jest to you  

As Holy Scripture tells you, too.   

Although a rogue may think indeed;  

For many days there is no need ï  

May brush aside what God requires,  

Treat with disdain parentsô desires,   

Death may come soon, and he expires.   

Therefore, my child and my dear son,  

Heed thou the words of Solomon.   

 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Clay 

Confirmation 2011/2012  

We are excited to continue in faithful learning and exploration through Graceôs 

Confirmation program.  Please make note of the important dates below. 

 Wednesday Sept 7th ï Student/Parent Meetings 

 9th grade ï 6:00 ï 7:00 pm 

 8th grade ï 7:00 ï 8:00 pm 

    Wednesday Sept 14th ï Here we Stand Workshops begin 

    Sunday Sept 18th ï Re:form Breakout Sessions begin 

Grace Lutheran    Fall Festival 
SATURDAY , SEPTEMBER 24TH , 2011   4:00 ñ 8:00 PM  

H EATLEY  FARM   (D ARTFORD  RD )  

 
FOOD , GAMES , ACTIVITIES , H AY  RIDES , BRING  A  DISH  TO  PASS.  SIGN  UP AT  CHURCH  OR 

JUST DROP BY !  
Questions, please contact Dave Schoff 745-2386 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS (2010 ñ2011)  

Joan Wade, President (2012 term)     Leesa McShane (2012 term) 

1023 Thomas Street       W827 North Court 

Ripon, WI 54971       Green Lake, WI 54941 

920-420-8822        920-294-3887  

jwade@cesa6.k12.wi.us       leesann@charter.net 

joanw@charter.net          
         Rob Wittchow (2012 term) 

Nelson Hinz, Vice President (2011 term)    223 Union Street 

328 County Road M       Ripon, WI 54971 

Pickett, WI 54964       920-979-2512 

920-589-3582         

ShirleyHinz@hotmail.com      Herm Leitz (2013 term) 

         W12717 Olden Road 

Andrea Mills, Secretary (2011 term)     Ripon, WI 54971  

608 Lincoln Street       920-748-9655 (home) 

Ripon, WI 54971       920-748-5031 (work) 

920-229-9645        hleitz@amfam.com 

mills4@centurylink.net 

         Chris Mokler (2013 term) 

Amanda Preissner (2011 term)      4921 Song Bird Court  

584 Fenton Street       Omro, WI 54963 

Ripon, WI 54971       920-279-6104 

920-229-1876        cmokler@moklerproperties.com 

bballmadness2011@aim.com 

         Nathan Zimdars 

         W13404 Carter Road 

         Ripon, WI 54971  

         920-748-4860 

         nzimdars@gmail.com 

Dear Rev. Salmela and Grace Evangelical Lutheran church family, 

 In his book, Leadership is an Art, Max De Pree says, "The first responsibility of a leader is to define 

reality. The last is to say thank you. In between the two, the leader must become a servant and a 

debtor."  Now, God didn't place me in leadership over you, but you kindly extended me the opportunity to 

share with you the reality that Christ is building His Church and letting MMS Aviation participate in that great 

work.   

 Thank you again for the opportunity to speak to you on July 31st, and thanks also for the generous 

gift given that morning.  Both are a great encouragement to me. 

 Having stayed in with a family in Ripon during the EAA's AirVenture the last three years, I've come to really 

enjoy your town.  Your kindness is certainly a part of why I feel this way. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Dwight Jarboe 

President & CEO 

MMS Aviation 

Coshocton, Ohio 

 

PS. Mr. De Pree was CEO of the Herman Miller Furniture company, is a believer, and writes about leadership 

from a solidly Christian worldview. 
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Personnel Committee 

Due to one of the committee members moving away, the Personnel Committee is looking for a person or 

persons who would be interested in joining the committee. The Personnel Committee meets on a monthly 

basis. If interested, contact Steve Hollenback at 748-7541. 

Social Concerns Committee 

Oaks Indian Mission Please remember to save your UPC labels from Campbellôs brand soups and Swanson 

broths, Prego, V8 juices, Pepperidge Farms, Spaghettios, and pastas. These labels go to benefit Oaks Indian 

Mission.  

 The Oaks Indian Mission, by God's grace, partnering with Christian communities and tribal nations, 

prepares Native children to lead and serve.  

 The Oaks Indian Mission has roots which run deep into the history of the Cherokee Nation.  Officially, 

the Mission began in 1801, when the tribe invited Moravian missionaries to open a school in Georgia, a few 

miles from the seat of the Cherokee government.  This school would prepare many of the tribe's leaders in the 

decades following. 

 When the Cherokee were forced to leave their homes and relocate to Indian Territory, the missionaries 

left their homes as well, choosing to travel the same "Trail of Tears", re-establishing the mission at, what is 

now, Oaks, Oklahoma.  One of the first school bells to ring in Indian Territory rang there, in 1842.  In 1902, 

Oaks Indian Mission became a Lutheran Ministry.  A residential home for Native American children opened 

its doors in 1926.  This long legacy of quality education and spiritual formation is at the heart of what still 

makes Oaks Indian Mission a special place for children and a place to shape their future. 

 

Box Tops for Education Remember, also, to save your box tops that are delivered to our local schools. We  

all shop for groceries, sometimes two or three times a week ï- or more. Now turn those shopping trips into 

easy cash for your school, and encourage friends to do the same! Just look for the Box Tops logo on hundreds 

of products like CheeriosÈ, Hamburger HelperÈ and KleenexÈ, in almost every aisle of the store. All you need 

to do is clip and bring them to church. We will see that they get to the schoolsð- each one is worth 10Â for 

your school.  

 

Next Meeting Date: Thursday, September 15 @ 10:00 am in the church lounge. 

Handbell Choir and  

Adult Choir 

The new music season begins at Grace 

on Wednesday, September 7th! 

Handbell Choir rehearsal will be held in 

the chapel from 5:30-6:15 pm and 

Adult Choir Rehearsal will be held in 

the sanctuary from 6:30-7:15 pm. 

Whether you are a returning member or 

someone who would just like to ñcheck 

us out,ò we would love to have you join 

us. Questions? Please call Renee Schoff at 745-2386. Hope to see you there!! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fund Receipts & Expenditures 

January 1, 2011 to July 31, 2011 

 

Income   1/1/11-7/31/11 1/1/10-7/31-10 

Building Use  806.00  445.00 

Envelope Offerings 107,116.09 126,289.60 

Fundraising-Bulletins 100.00  225.00 

Fundraising-Gift Cards 761.83  445.80 

Improvement Fund 2,000.00  1,518.00 

Interest   1.04  25.66 

Loose Offering  2,805.10  1,898.12 

Special Offerings  3,484.00  1,516.01 

Sunday School Offering 1,165.97  1,334.98 

Thrivent Funds  1,278.00  400.00 

     Total Income  $119,518.03 $134,098.17 

 

 

 

 

Steve Olson, Church & Community Relations, for Lutheran Social Services (LSS), has been invited to share 

information about the ministry of LSS with Grace Lutheran on Sunday, September 25, 2011.  Lutheran Social 

Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan is the social ministry arm of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America (ELCA).  Collectively, the services provided through LSS are a Shared Ministry uniting 

congregations in a common vision that sees caring for the lives of people who hurt or who are vulnerable as an 

active and integral part of Christôs ministry and mission.  Motivated by the compassion of Christ, the mission 

of LSS is to help people improve the quality of their lives. 

 

Steve is a graduate of the Lay School of Ministry and is active in leadership roles in his home congregation in 

Appleton, WI and in the East Central Synod of Wisconsin.   Important information about volunteer ministry 

opportunities and partnership between Grace and an LSS program in Pickett will also be shared at each of our 

Sunday morning worship services.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARSðMonday, October 3rd at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Come and help 

pack up items for the Lutheran World Relief shipment which will be sent off in later October. All help is 

welcome. Refreshments will be served. We will be packaging up school kits, health kits, and layettes. If you 

have items for donation bring them anytime and place them in the boxes in the coat room. See you then! 

LWR Quilting Sessions Resume 

The Lutheran World Relief quilting sessions will 

resume on Monday, September 12th at 1:00 pm and 

continue on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month. 

About 300 quilts are already finished and packed in 

boxes to be loaded on a boxcar in Appleton. They will 

be taken to the LWR warehouse in Minneapolis to be 

distributed as needed. Since there have been so many 

disasters in the world the past few months, the need for 

quilts continues to grow. We have many more quilts 

that need to be tied and stitched around the edges and 

would like to finish as many as possible before the 

shipment leaves in October. Any help would be greatly 

appreciated to accomplish this goal. Please come for 

good fellowship and a time to serve. 



 

 

Clayton Krause  09/02 

Steve Mlodzik  09/02 

Gavin Slark  09/02 

Paul Schwertfeger 09/03 

Lee Baird  09/06 

Luanne McConnell 09/09 

Jeff Paulson  09/09 

Shawn Mueller  09/10 

Diane Zacharias  09/10 

Joe Borgardt  09/12 

Katie Baird  09/13 

Marv Moldzik  09/14 

Theresa Mokler  09/16 

Aidan Schoff  09/16 

Barbara Wiesmueller 09/16 

Gerald Lind  09/17 

Joslyn Anderson  09/18 

Dolores Hunger  09/18 

Allison Ott  09/18 

Don Paulson  09/18 

Dani Pinnow  09/18 

Loki Larson  09/19 

Paula Paulson  09/19 

Ray Davis  09/20 

Kent Huseboe  09/20 

Donna Rudolph  09/20 

Carmen Sauerbrei 09/20 

Jennifer Oppor  09/21 

Linda Pischke  09/21 

Kira Schoff  09/21 

Jessica Stollfuss 09/21 

Emily Voight  09/21 

Alyssa Serio  09/23 

Katelyn Ziesmer  09/23 

Ambrosia Stanbery 09/25 

Fred Boese  09/26 

Ron Liptow  09/26 

Jonathan Brown  09/27 

Drew Stepleton  09/27 

Wayne Albright  09/28 

Marion Boire  09/28 

Kyler Rieder  09/28 

Lyle Lindeman  09/29 

Carla Searl  09/29 

Hayden Sall  09/30 

 

 

 
 

 

Joel & Janie Brockman  09/01 

Tom & Melanie Simpkins  09/01 

Timothy & Nancy Burns  09/02 

Mark & Linda Preissner  09/06 

Glenn & Marilyn Schimmel  09/10 

Arden & Mary Weich  09/10 

Edward & Elaine White  09/15 

George & Jessica Busse  09/17 

Aaron & Terri Otto  09/17 

Norm & Nola Rasske  09/17 

Otto & Margaret Jeske  09/19 

Richard & Ardell Schoephoester 09/19 

Duane & Kristi Luker  09/23 

Frank & Leesa McShane  09/24 

 

  

 

Evelyn Kohnke, Florian Laper 

Prairie Place: Kelly Kutzleb, Mary 

Alice Linde, Shirley Stewart, 

Naomi Kelm-Carley, Mel 

Sorensen 

 

Markesan Residence Center: Orin & Arla Galow 

Russell Manor: Gail Albright, Marion Boire, Ruth 

Gransee 

Fountain View Care Center: Freda Falk, Elaine 

Heatley, Florence Sasada 

Maple Crest: Joan Kedrowski, Elmer Kuhs, Alton 

Meyer, Dolores Hunger, Vi Fude 

Barrett House: Duane Wittchow, Eugene Wittchow, 

Michelle Koentopp   

Michaleneôs: Elsie Clark, Phyllis Suksi 

Willowbrook: Irmgard Timm 

Lake View Estates: Don Lueck 

Altar Flowers for 2011 

The 2011 Altar Flowers sign-up calendar is posted 

on the wall next to the church office door in the 

entryway. You may designate Altar Flowers in 

honor or memory of loved ones or a special 

occasion. This information will be printed in the 

bulletin for that Sunday. Sign up in advance by 

writing your name on the chart or by calling the 

office. The cost for Altar Flowers is $15.00. After 

the last service for that Sunday, you may pick up 

your flowers. If you need to take the vase liners 

home, please return them by the following 

Tuesday. If you do not want to take your flowers 

home, please notify the church office. If no one 

signs up for flowers for a given Sunday, there will 

be no flowers on the altar that day. For more 

information, contact the church office. 



 

WOMEN OF GRACE 

From time to time we have been asked the following question ñWell, what do the Women of Grace really do??   

We follow the purpose of the Women of the ELCAôs mission statement in the ñ we commit ourselves to grow 

in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action and promote 

healing and wholeness within the church, the society and the worldò. 

How do we do this?  We sponsor women circles to promote friendship, Christian study and sisterhood.  

Support of LWR projects is given by the making of quilts and the collecting, assembling and shipping of 

health and school kits and layettes. We honor women of our church on Bold Womenôs Sunday in February and 

we sponsor a Daughters of Grace banquet in the spring, a LWR picnic in August and a Christmas party in 

December.  Also college scholarships are awarded to worthy graduating seniors and we pay the registration fee 

for our Graceôs team at the Relay for Life. 

Most of the major appliances, equipment and supplies in the kitchen have been paid for by us and if donations 

to coffee hour are not enough to cover the expenses of this time, we pay for the difference. 

How do we manage to do all of this? We have a core of wonderful women who participate and work hard.  As 

life goes on, some are growing older and we really need younger women of Grace to show some interest in our 

group.  As far as money goes we used to receive generous matching funds from Thrivent and also last year we 

received over $800 from the Pick ón Save ñWe Careò program.  Now Thrivent has dwindled down to $300 and 

the ñWe Careò program has stopped.  Therefore, we will be forced to have more fund raising projects.  The 

first of these will be the ñNo bakeò bake sale.  Look for a letter in your mail box soon. 

Remember, all women of Grace are automatically members of our group.  No application forms or dues.  What 

a deal!! 
 

CONVENTION 

The Fourteenth Convention of the Women of the ELCA East Central Synod of Wisconsin will be held on 

Saturday, October 22nd in Waupaca.  More information and registration forms can be found on the Womenôs 

bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF LETTER 

Here is an excerpt from a letter the Women of Grace received in response for their donation of $500 in 

memory of Corrie Paffenroth. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your recent gift of a brick for the Good Samaritan Quilt Plaza at Lutheran World Relief 

headquarters in Baltimore, MD. 

By supporting the Quilt Plaza, you are supporting the Quilt & Shipping Fund, a fund that is used to help cover 

the cost to ship quilts, medical kits, and layettes to those in need around the world.  The purchase of your Quilt 

Plaza brick enables LWR to ship 250 quilts or 500 health kits.   Thatôs in addition to the legacy your engraved 

brick will leave for generations to come. 

We anticipate your engraved brick will be installed in June of 2012. 

 In Christôs peace, 

John A. Nunes 

President and CEO 
 

Corrie put a lot of effort into the making and assembly of LWR layettes.  We will miss her hard work and 

unselfish service, but most of all we will miss Corrie, herself. 

 

Women of Grace News 



 

We hope you all had a great summer! It 

always seems to go so fast! We are 

gearing up and looking forward to 

another great year at  Grace Pre -School! 

Our enrollment for the 3 -year old class is 

15 and enrollment for the 4 -year old 

class is 11. Our themes for the 3 -year old 

class this month will be òFriends and Family,ó òMy 5 Senses,ó òApples,ó and òCommunity 

Helpers.ó Themes for the 4-year old class will be òFriendship,ó òI Am Special,ó òApples/Letter 

A,ó and òCircus/Letter C.ó Our Bible truth for this month will be òGod Made Us.ó  

Our candy bar sale is already underway. For those interested in supporting the preschool, 

there will be a box of candy bars in the office. Otherwise, you can let one of the teachers know if 

you would like to buy any. Thank you in advance for your support of Grace Pre -School. 

~Mrs. Mahone & Mrs. Albright  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall classes will begin on Monday, September 12th at 5:30-6:45 pm, in the Grace Lutheran Library.  First 

Place 4 Health is a Christ-centered healthy living program that focuses on balance of emotional, spiritual, 

mental and physical health.  Whether you would like to lose weight, become more physically active or study 

the Bible with others, we welcome you as we set realistic goals for becoming more healthy. This fall our 12-

week study is called Better Together-  

 

We invite you to explore the many ñone anotherò passages in scripture-those places in the Word where 

God calls us to behave in such a way that honors Him and those around us.  By examining such 

character traits as love, service, patience, fellowship, compassion, encouragement, harmony, 

forgiveness, honor and godliness, you will uncover what the Bible has to say about the importance of 

helping others, sharing our lives with others and living in authentic community with others.  (from First 

Place 4 Health, 2011) 

 

Please call to register by September 8th, so we can have books ready for our first session.  Cost:  book fees.  

Register by calling the church office, or Melanie at 920-251-1817.  Sponsored by Coffee & a Handout, LLC. 
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Worship Assistants 

The sign-up board will be left open until our newsletter, Grace Notes, will be published (about the 22nd of 

the month). At that time, the Worship Committee will assign the open slots with the names of those who 

indicated on their Time and Talent Sheets that theyôd like to participate. Please do not change the board 

without notifying the office. Thank you for your help with our worship services.  

IF YOU CANNOT HELP on the date(s) assigned, please find someone to take your place. Please 

notify the office of the change. 

Date Greeters Lectors Communion  

September 4ð9:00 am Jeff & Lisa Hunger Melanie Oppor N/A 

September 11ð8:00 am Norm & Nola Rasske Sandra Steinbring Paul & Judy Gustafson 

September 11ð10:30 am Jean Kafer, Nancy Kohnke Sue Mokler Sue & Alexis Mokler 

September 18ð8:00 am Ruby Vollbrecht, Joslyn Anderson Penny Gillespie N/A 

September 18ð10:30 am Edward & Elaine White Jennifer Oppor N/A 

September 25ð8:00 am Herm & Sue Leitz Paul Veleke Keith & Ann Schultz 

September 25ð10:30 am Arlene Lind, Jean Zeto Sam Schwertfeger Lynn & Terry Mathias 

  Usher Teams   

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 

September 18ð10:30 am September 4ð9:00 am 
September 25ð8:00am 

September 11ð8:00 am 
September 25ð10:30am 

September 11ð10:30am September 18ð8:00am 



 

RALLY SUNDAY 

LETôS CELEBRATE 

Sunday, September 11, 2011 

9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall 
 

EVERYONE is invited to celebrate all of Graceôs faithful ministries. 
 

¶ A Continental Breakfast will be served in the Fellowship Hall. 

¶ Sunday School Registration (on stage) 

¶ Introduction of Sunday School Teachers 

¶ 2011/12 Sunday School Mission Information 

¶ Council Member Introductions 

*Parents need to attend Rally Sunday with their children 

 

 

 

Bibles, Lunch, & TogethernessðBLT 

Bibles, Lunch, & Togetherness ï BLT ï (formerly ñLunch and Learnò) will again meet on the first and third 

Mondays of the month for one hour, beginning at 12:00 noon.  Our first meeting will be on Monday, 

September 19th.  Bring your Bible, a lunch, and curiosity for an enjoyable time of fellowship and learning how 

God is active in our world and in our lives yet today.  Pastor Clay will prepare a Bible study for this first 

meeting and then we will decide as a group which book of the Bible or what topic we wish to explore during 

future times together.  No matter what your background in Bible study (from none to scholar) all are welcome 

and there are no requirements or expectations other than a desire to learn and to have fun.   

Middle School Youth Group Getting  Wet ónô Wild ï Sunday, September 11 

 

Calling all Middle School youth to join us on Sunday, Sept. 11 at 11:45 for lunch, future activity planning, 

and lots of wet and wild games.  Bring your ideas for activities you would like to see our Middle School youth 

group do and make sure you have a swimsuit and towel!!  Please call Renee Schoff (745-2386) if you plan on 

joining us so we can make sure there is enough food.  Thanks and see you on the 11th!! 



 


