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“James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for 

us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” And they said to 

him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” When the ten heard this, they 

began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and said to them, “You know that among the 

Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over 

them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:35-37, 41-45 

My maternal grandparents, Henry and Hilda Bergs, owned a tavern in Cokato, Minnesota.  Since the Woman’s 

Christian Temperance Union had a large chapter in Cokato, there were many in town who disapproved of my 

grandparents and their business.  However, as a child (and later as an adult) I saw things differently.  When my 

sister and I were children, our parents ensured we visited our grandparents (and other relatives in central 

Minnesota) frequently.  These visits included going to the tavern.  There I saw my grandparents working hard 

to care for and serve others.  Every day Grandma made a large pot of homemade soup and sandwiches in their 

upstairs apartment to bring down to the patrons.  Mom explained to my sister and me how hard Grandma and 

Grandpa worked, often putting in 12-14 hour days, six days a week.  Mom also shared a story about how one 

day one of the tavern patrons had an accident in his pants.  Out of concern and care, Grandma gave the man an 

old pair of grandpa’s pants and then took the soiled pants to the dry cleaners.  Grandpa was none too happy 

because he didn’t want the people at the dry cleaners to think they were his pants!  But that’s the kind of 

servant Grandma was.  On Sunday afternoons my sister, my cousin, and I would be asked to help clean the 

bar.  We didn’t like this task because we would rather be out playing.  But once we got to sweeping and 

cleaning, somehow we would find nickels, dimes, and even quarters.  Grandma and Grandpa would tell us we 

could keep whatever we found.  Hmm, I wonder how those coins got in so many places around the tavern!  

Grandma and Grandma Bergs put others’ needs ahead of their own.  They were examples of the kinds of 

servants Jesus talks about in today’s Bible passage.   

 

Today, we read how the disciples, James and John, asked for preferential treatment from Jesus – that one 

would sit at Jesus’ right hand and the other at his left, positions of power and prestige.  We recognize and 

understand Jame’s and John’s selfish request because also in our society many people yearn for, work for, and 

pay dearly for power and prestige.  But Jesus has a correcting word for his disciples, then and now.  We are 

not to aspire to and work for positions of influence and power for purposes of dominating over others, for 

being able to “swing our weight around,” and for enriching ourselves at others’ expense.  No, rather, as Jesus’ 

disciples, no matter what positions we hold in our families, at our jobs, and in society, we are called to serve 

others with the gifts with which God has blessed us.  In doing this, we have greatness in the kingdom of 

Heaven.   
 

As Peggy, Jonathan, Joanna, Jensine, and I have moved to our new home here in Ripon, we have been 

overjoyed to see this focus of servanthood in you, our brothers and sisters in Christ at Grace Lutheran Church.  

Thank you for your care, concern, time, and work in helping me get my feet on the ground in the church, in 

helping us get acclimated to Ripon, in loaning us things to help with the transition, in helping us unload the 

moving truck, and in caring for us in countless other ways.  We deeply appreciate your thoughtfulness and 

generosity.  My family and I know how blessed we are to be amongst servants of Christ such as you.  We look 

forward to serving with you as together we all continue opening our hearts and minds to discerning on what 

paths the Holy Spirit will lead us, servants of Christ and members of the kingdom of Heaven. 
 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Clay 
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COUNCIL MEMBERS (2010—2011) 

Joan Wade, President (2012 term)     Leesa McShane (2012 term) 

1023 Thomas Street       W827 North Court 

Ripon, WI 54971       Green Lake, WI 54941 

920-420-8822        920-294-3887  

jwade@cesa6.k12.wi.us       leesann@charter.net 

joanw@charter.net          
         Rob Wittchow (2012 term) 

Nelson Hinz, Vice President (2011 term)    223 Union Street 

328 County Road M       Ripon, WI 54971 

Pickett, WI 54964       920-979-2512 

920-589-3582         

ShirleyHinz@hotmail.com      Herm Leitz (2013 term) 

         W12717 Olden Road 

Andrea Mills, Secretary (2011 term)     Ripon, WI 54971  

608 Lincoln Street       920-748-9655 (home) 

Ripon, WI 54971       920-748-5031 (work) 

920-229-9645        hleitz@amfam.com 

mills4@centurylink.net 

         Chris Mokler (2013 term) 

Amanda Preissner (2011 term)      4921 Song Bird Court  

584 Fenton Street       Omro, WI 54963 

Ripon, WI 54971       920-279-6104 

920-229-1876        cmokler@moklerproperties.com 

bballmadness2011@aim.com 

         Nathan Zimdars 

         W13404 Carter Road 

         Ripon, WI 54971  

         920-748-4860 

         nzimdars@gmail.com 

Thank You 
There are two very happy and thankful pastors who thoroughly enjoyed the six months during 

which they had the pleasure of serving Grace!  

The willingness of the members of the congregation to step forward during this time of 

transition, reminds both of us some treasured words spoken by Martin Luther’s beloved wife 

Katie (Katherine Van Bora), “I shall stick to Christ like a burr on a top coat.” 

As pastors, we witnessed those words come to life within the congregation. We pray that it will 

continue to flourish with your new pastoral family! We are both thankful for the many 

kindnesses and gifts that we received during our time with you. May God continue to bless each 

of you, just as we were blessed. 

Pastor Sandi Krynik   Pastor Bruce Buslaff 
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Sisters and Brothers in Christ 

Of 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Ripon, Wisconsin 

 

 
“May the saving grace of our 

Lord Jesus 

Be strong in your heart today” 

Our hearts were filled with hopefulness as we experienced this time of celebration together. Thank you for the 

opportunity to share this time with you at the Ordination and Installation of Rev. Clay Randall Salmela. We 

pledge to you our support for the ministries of Grace Lutheran in the months and years ahead. It is our hope 

and prayer that the gifts and skills of your fine members will be utilized to bring hope, peace, and the love of 

Christ into the lives of others that you serve so well. Pray for us as we pray for you!! 

Bishop Jim Justman    Assistant Bishop Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe 

Pastor Clay’s Ordination & Installation—June 23, 2011 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fund Receipts & Expenditures 

January 1, 2011 to June 30, 2011 

 

Income   Operations Budget 

Building Use  645.00  800.00 

Envelope Offerings 90,033.79 212,850.00 

Fundraising-Bulletins 100.00  225.00 

Fundraising-Gift Cards 669.03  1,900.00 

Improvement Fund 1,620.00  1,100.00 

Interest   0.88  50.00 

Loose Offering  2,391.29  2,500.00 

Special Offerings  3,484.00  2,000.00 

Sunday School Offering 1,048.97  1,100.00 

Thrivent Funds  1,256.00  400.00 

     Total Income  101,248.96 223,000.00 

 

Expenses 

Benevolence  4,483.96  10,000.00 

Christian Education 2,236.87  9,650.25 

Evangelism  -3,442.33 690.00 

Fellowship  -66.19  200.00 

Finance   7.42  0.00 

Office    7,238.40  12,235.00 

Payroll   69,000.20 148,284.16 

Property   14,375.71 33,245.00 

Social Concerns  -523.50  150.00 

Stewardship  152.00  375.00 

Worship   1,583.37  3,600.00 

Youth   -81.89  3,000.00 

     Total Expenses 94,964.02 221,429.41 

Net Income  6,284.94  1,570.59 

Personnel Committee 

Due to one of the committee members moving 

away, the Personnel Committee is looking for a 

person or persons who would be interested in 

joining the committee. The Personnel Committee 

meets on a monthly basis. If interested, contact 

Steve Hollenback at 748-7541. 

Social Concerns Committee 

A thank you from the Ripon Area Food Pantry: 

“The Ripon Area Food Pantry would like to thank your 

congregation for the great collection of food items 

recently delivered to the Senior Center. These items will 

provide many nutritional meals for food pantry 

recipients.  It is through community donations that we 

are able to provide help to people in need in the Ripon 

area. Once again, thank you for all that you do.” 

In August we will be shopping for school supplies for 

our local elementary schools. Thrivent is allowing us 

$150 for this project. Also thanks to the money donated 

for the Domestic Disaster Fund, which Thrivent is 

giving another 50% up to August 1st. This of course 

covers the tornado and other disasters in the U.S. 

Social Concerns Members and anyone else interested – 

we will be wrapping Christmas Shoe Boxes for 

Samaritans Purse the later part of August. Watch the 

bulletins for dates.  Bring boxes, paper, and tape when 

you come. Then the boxes will be ready to be filled as 

they go to the teachers, students, and others this fall. 

Evangelism Committee 

The Evangelism Committee will be sponsoring 

“Invite a Friend” Sunday. The date for this is 

September 18th. Watch for more information to 

follow in the September Grace Notes and bulletins. 

Ripon College Picnic 

The 17th annual Ripon College Picnic for students, 

faculty, and staff will be held Thursday, August 25, 

2011 from 5-7 pm in the Great Hall. Each area church 

is asked to prepare enough food for people in the form 

of salads or hot dishes, and dessert for 100 servings. 

There will be a sign up sheet in the entryway for those 

interested in helping by providing food for this event. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help with 

transporting food from cars to Great Hall, serving and 

cleanup. If you have any questions, please contact Terry 

Zimdars at 748-4860. 

Calling all Knitters 

NEW “Make a Sweater” Kits 

Corrie Paffenroth’s family has 

donated yarn which has been 

assembled into Lutheran World 

Relief “Make a Sweater” kits. 

The kits come in various exciting 

color choices. Kits, patterns and sample sweaters will 

be in a box on top of the sewing machine in the Sunday 

School room near the kitchen. Patterns include 

directions for a size 2 sweater that is knit from the top 

down. 

We need more knitters to complete these kits so please 

take one or more for yourself and a knitting friend. 



 

 

Bradley Gabrielski 08/01 

Brady Albright  08/02 

Linda Huth  08/02 

Carter Meyer  08/02 

Melanie Simpkins  08/02 

Gabe Karsnia  08/04 

Judy Gustafson  08/05 

Ron Shaffer  08/07 

Paul Trochinski  08/07 

Mark Ziesmer  08/07 

Katelyn Story  08/08 

Dorothy Kohl  08/11 

Karen Luker  08/11 

Jensine Salmela  08/11 

Haley Schatzke  08/11 

Alyssa Bradley  08/12 

Ginette Wolf  08/12 

Kali Kinziger  08/13 

Richard Schoephoester 08/14 

Jenalee Christopherson 08/15 

Doug Kelm  08/15 

Leland Cornwell  08/17 

 

Vicky Stollfuss  08/17 

Adrianna Brzozowski 08/19 

Lisa Schwertfeger 08/19 

Tanner Stangl  08/19 

Moniqua Worthing 08/19 

Joanna Salmela  08/20 

Jackie Peterson  08/21 

Rob Webster  08/21 

Jackson Gabrielski 08/23 

Jeffrey Hunger  08/23 

Naomi Kelm Carley 08/23 

Daniel Wolf  08/23 

Vickie Schlaak  08/24 

Ardell Schoephoester 08/25 

Florian Zimdars  08/25 

Karen Hillier  08/26 

Linda Kinziger  08/26 

Benjamin Wolf  08/26 

Charlotte Marquart 08/27 

Phyllis Baldwin  08/28 

Emily Bell  08/29 

David Duehring  08/30 

Casey Sweeney  08/31 

 

 

 
 

 

Bill & Marianne Reininger  08/06 

Ron & Cindy Shaffer  08/09 

Doug & Kathy Kelm  08/10 

Mark & Anja Slate  08/10 

Paul & Nicole Trochinski  08/14 

Steve & Cathy Mlodzik  08/16 

Dan & Sally Schatzke  08/20 

Rocky & Stephanie Sauerbrei 08/25 

Roger & Marge Langeberg  08/28 

Norton & Diane Krauss  08/30 

 

 

 

  

 

Evelyn Kohnke, Florian Laper 

Prairie Place: Kelly Kutzleb, 

Mary Alice Linde, Shirley 

Stewart, Naomi Kelm-Carley, 

Mel Sorensen 

 

Markesan Residence Center: Orin & Arla Galow 

Russell Manor: Gail Albright, Marion Boire, Ruth 

Gransee 

Fountain View Care Center: Freda Falk, Elaine 

Heatley, Florence Sasada 

Maple Crest: Joan Kedrowski, Elmer Kuhs, Alton 

Meyer, Dolores Hunger, Vi Fude 

Barrett House: Duane Wittchow, Eugene Wittchow, 

Michelle Koentopp   

Michalene’s: Elsie Clark, Phyllis Suksi 

Willowbrook: Irmgard Timm 

Lake View Estates: Don Lueck 

Altar Flowers for 2011 

The 2011 Altar Flowers sign-up calendar is posted on 

the wall next to the church office door in the 

entryway. You may designate Altar Flowers in honor 

or memory of loved ones or a special occasion. This 

information will be printed in the bulletin for that 

Sunday. Sign up in advance by writing your name on 

the chart or by calling the office. The cost for Altar 

Flowers is $15.00. After the last service for that 

Sunday, you may pick up your flowers. If you need to 

take the vase liners home, please return them by the 

following Tuesday. If you do not want to take your 

flowers home, please notify the church office. If no 

one signs up for flowers for a given Sunday, there 

will be no flowers on the altar that day. For more 

information, contact the church office. 



 

 

Ripon Area VBS – Middles School Program 
 

   Movies – Message – Mission        

 
 

For Who:  Middle School Students – incoming 6th through 8th grade 

When:  Sunday, August 7th – Thursday, August 11th  

      Light Dinner served 5:15pm – 6:00pm 

     Program 6:00pm – 8:00pm 

Where:  Grace Lutheran Church - 430 W Griswold St, Ripon 

What we do:  Watch movies – do fun activities – engage in God’s  

   message – participate in a meaningful mission – HAVE FUN 

REGISTER NOW 

Sponsored by the following churches –  

St Peter’s Episcopal, Immanuel United Methodist, Hillside Assembly, Grace Lutheran 

 

New friends▪Amazing crafts▪Wild games▪Lip-smacking snacks▪Wild Bible adventures▪Incredible music 

Location: RIPON AREA VBS at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 430 W Griswold St. Ripon 

PandaMania will last from: August 7-11, 2011 

PandaMania fun begins at: 5:15 p.m. dinner, 6:30 p.m. VBS 

Panda Mania fun ends at: 8:15 p.m. 

For more information, call: 748-5433, Registration is now open! HS and Adult Volunteers needed 

 

Vacation Bible School Church Sponsors: Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hillside Assembly of God, 

Immanuel United Methodist Church, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 



 

Grace Pre-School held our 2nd Annual Summer 

Fun Program in June.  We had another great 

turnout!  This year’s theme was S.H.A.P.E.S 

and we focused on “Simple Hygiene”, “Active 

Play” and “Eating Smart”.  Each day the 

children enjoyed playing games, various art 

projects, a healthy snack and checking out our 

sensory station.  We wrapped up the week with 

a visit from Officer Priessner, who came to talk about bike safety and wearing bike helmets.  Each child was 

fitted with a bike helmet, courtesy of Ripon Medical Center.  Ripon Medical Center also held a bike rodeo for 

the children!  The day ended with a fun-filled obstacle course!   There are so many to thank for making this 

week a huge success.  We appreciate everyone who contributed to our Summer Fun Program!   

We are excited to begin a new school year soon!  Our three year old class is already full with 15 students.  

Our four year old class has 10 registered so far.  We are looking forward to another great year!! 

We are still accepting registrations for our four year old program.  If you know of anyone who may be 

interested, please have them contact the preschool at 748-5465.   

Enjoy the rest of your summer!!!!   

 

 

 

 
Name____________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip_____________________________________ 

Phone1___________________________________________ 

Phone2___________________________________________ 

Availability________________________________________ 

Shirt Size_________________________________________ 

Home Church______________________________________ 

Are you High School or Adult___________________________ 

Circle All That Interest You: 

Bamboo Blast Games (Elementary)                     Games (Preschool) 

Crazy Crafts (Elementary)     

Movie-Message-Mission (Middle School) 

Wild Bible Adventures (Elementary)                            

Rowdy Wrap-Up  Crew Leader (Preschool or Elementary) 

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

OR REQUEST AN ELECTRONIC COPY FROM: 
mspillner@charter.net 

QUESTIONS CONTACT MIRA STEPLETON AT: 312-2314 

 

 

 

Student Name_______________________________ 

Parent Name________________________________ 

Address____________________________________ 

City, State, Zip______________________________ 

Phone1____________________________________ 

Phone2____________________________________ 

Emergency Contact___________________________ 

Emergency Contact Phone______________________ 

Emergency Contact Relationship__________________ 

Allergies___________________________________ 

Grade 
Entering__________________________________ 

Home 
Church___________________________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR CHURCH OFFICE 

OR REQUEST AN ELECTRONIC COPY FROM: 

mspillner@charter.net  
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Worship Assistants 

The sign-up board will be left open until our newsletter, Grace Notes, will be published (about the 22nd of 

the month). At that time, the Worship Committee will assign the open slots with the names of those who 

indicated on their Time and Talent Sheets that they’d like to participate. Please do not change the board 

without notifying the office. Thank you for your help with our worship services.  

IF YOU CANNOT HELP on the date(s) assigned, please find someone to take your place. Please 

notify the office of the change. 

Date Greeters Lectors Communion  

August 7—9:00 am Keith & Ann Schultz Renee Schoff N/A 

August 14—9:00 am 
Marion Wittchow, 

Donna Broder 
Karen Kelm Joel & Janie Brockman 

August 21—9:00 am Arnie & Betty Malzhan Nate Zimdars N/A 

August 28—9:00 am Bob & Bev Schwister Frank McShane Bill & Faye Zacharias 

  Usher Teams   

Team 1 Team 2 Team 3 Team 4 Team 5 

August 28—9:00 am  August 7—9:00 am August 14—9:00 am August 21—9:00 am 

NEEDED 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIES  

 

* Glue sticks  

* Washable Markers 

* Construction Paper – assorted colors 

*Assorted color copy paper 

Please keep these items in mind as you start shopping for school supplies.  There is a basket in 

the Narthex for items. 

Thank you for your support! 



 

 

 

Women of Grace Salad Supper 

When: Thursday, August 4th 

Time: 5:30 pm 

What to Bring: Items for the Personal Care Kits and the School 

Kits 

Your favorite salad add-ons to share with others (shredded cheese, green peppers, tomatoes, croutons, etc.)  

BE CREATIVE! 

The Women of Grace will supply the lettuce, different dressings, and lemonade. 

Come and enjoy an evening of food and fellowship while collecting items for our mission projects. 

Items Needed 

Personal Care Kits  
▪ One bath towel (medium weight, dark color) 

▪ Two bath-size bars of wrapped soap (4-5 oz.) 

▪ One packaged adult-sized toothbrush 

▪ One sturdy comb 

▪ One metal nail clippers 
 

School Kits 
▪ Four 70-sheet notebooks (no loose-leaf paper) 

▪ One 30-centimeter ruler (inches on one side, centimeters on the other) 

▪ One pencil sharpener 

▪ One blunt scissors 

▪ Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

▪ Five ballpoint pens 

▪ One box 16-24 ct. crayons 

▪ One sturdy backpack approx. 14”x17” with shoulder straps 
 

Baby Care Kits 
▪ Cloth diapers 

▪ Diaper pins 

WOMEN OF GRACE NEWS 

Bibles, Lunch, & Togetherness—BLT 

Bibles, Lunch, & Togetherness – BLT – (formerly “Lunch and Learn”) will again meet on the first and third 

Mondays of the month for one hour, beginning at 12:00 noon.  Our first meeting will be on Monday, 

September 19th.  Bring your Bible, a lunch, and curiosity for an enjoyable time of fellowship and learning how 

God is active in our world and in our lives yet today.  Pastor Clay will prepare a Bible study for this first 

meeting and then we will decide as a group which book of the Bible or what topic we wish to explore during 

future times together.  No matter what your background in Bible study (from none to scholar) all are welcome 

and there are no requirements or expectations other than a desire to learn and to have fun.   



 

ATTENTION SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 
 

We will be having our Fall Information Meeting 
Sunday, August 21

st
 at 10:15 – following the Church Service 

 
Meeting topics will include: 

Faithweavers – our new curriculum (teacher packets will be handed out) 
Rally Sunday itinerary  

Sunday School Year Calendar  
YES Sundays class dates 

 

If you are unable to attend, please contact Mary Karsnia – 748-3250 or  
mkarsnia@amfam.com 

Attention: NEW High School Youth Group 

We need your help picking a new name and coming up with ideas for a NEW High School Youth 
Group. Please join us on 

Sunday, August 21 
6 p.m. 

Ripon Roadhouse Pizza (Upstairs) 
Free pizza/beverages 

RSVP if you can to Pastor Clay: 748-5433, Jolene Meyer: 748-6496, Melanie Simpkins: 748-1407 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN FELLOWSHIP OUTING 
TIMBER RATTLERS GAME & PRE-GAME  TAILGATING 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28  
GAMETIME 1:05PM 

10:45am – Depart from the church & caravan to Fox Cities Stadium (parking 
cost is $4.00 per vehicle).  Pack a tailgate or picnic lunch & beverages for your 
family. We will park together to share in fellowship. 

12:00pm – Play catch on-field pre-game – bring your glove & a ball 

1:05pm – Game time – Timber Rattlers vs Cedar Rapids – Brewer Sundays –  
 wear your T-Rats or Brewer attire. 

 

Seats need to confirmed & payment made to Grace Church by  
Sunday, August 14th 

 

If you have any questions or need more details, please contact Mary Karsnia—mkarsnia@amfam.com 
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Grace Lutheran Church  

430 W. Griswold Street  

Ripon, WI  54971  
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Calling All Knitters, Evangelism Committee, 
Personnel Committee, Social Concerns 

Committee 

4 

August Birthdays & Anniversaries, 

Homebound Members, Altar Flowers 
5 

PandaMania, Movies-Message-Mission 6 

VBS Student Registration, VBS Volunteer 

Registration, Grace Pre-School 
7 

August Worship Assistants, Needed Sunday 

School Supplies 
8 

Women of Grace, Bibles-Lunch-Togetherness 

(BLT) 
9 

TimberRattlers, Sunday School Teachers, 

NEW High School Youth Group  
10 

August Calendar of Events 11 

COMING EVENTS! 

August 4 Women of Grace Salad Supper 

August 7-11 Vacation Bible School 

August 21 High School Youth Group @  

  Roadhouse 

August 24 Pre-School Child Visitation Day 

August 25 Ripon College Picnic 

August 28 TimberRattlers Game outing 
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